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This project was made possible with assistance from the Nova Scotia Department of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage through its Strategic Development Initiative. This initiative
supports projects aimed at enhancing the self-sufficiency of the heritage sector throughout
the province.

The Municipality of the District of Digby is the lead organization to spearhead this project.
The Digital Courier is part of the municipal initiative to preserve the past and develop the
future; Council is honoured to be part of the preservation of these significant historical
documents.

Tourism, Culture
and Heritage




1800’s

(1810) the first elections were held in the County.

(1837) the County of Annapolis was divided to include the County of Digby.

Old Post Road and rural school system improved.

Weymouth Trading Post established.

Ship Building is a major industry in the area.

(1879) the District of Digby was incorporated.

(1891) the railway (the missing link) between Annapolis and Digby was completed.
Joshua Slocum sails around the world alone.

Temperance Movement.

Summer Tourism Industry develops.

[.M. Singer invents the sewing machine.

Canadian Confederation (1867)

Klondike Gold Rush

The Supreme Court of Canada is established

Florence Nightingale takes London nurses to the battlefields of the Crimean War

Poor Farm in operation

Isaiah Wilson’s Geography and History of the County of Digby Published.
Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier visits Digby.

Marconi transmits wireless message across the Atlantic

Queen Victoria dies

The Boxer Rebellion breaks out in China.

The Boer War in Southern Africa ends

(1912) last race of the Brattain Cup in the Annapolis Basin.

First motorized vehicle in the area.

Communities collect cloths and money for the war effort.

Spanish Flue kills many in the area.

First Calgary Stampede

Women in Canada get the vote

Halifax explosion

ww1

The Titanic Disaster

Norwegian Roald Amundsen becomes the first to reach the South Pole.

Motorized vehicles becoming more common.

Last wooden ship built in Bear River.

Electric lights installed in villages.

Motorized vehicles becoming more common

Canadian Schooner "Bluenose" wins the International Fisherman's Trophy
Agatha Christie launches her career as a mystery writer.

George Carnarvon and Howard Carter unearth King Tutankhamen's tomb



1930’s

Economic Depression.

Rural electric lines being installed.

Electric lights installed in villages.

Highway paving projects underway.

First crossing of the Princess Helene Ferry.

Rum running along the coast.

Rum running in its heyday

Dionne quints born in Ontario

Movie "King Kong" released starring Canadian Fay Wray
WW Il begins

1940’S

Digby home to WWII submarine base.

CFB Cornwallis largest training base in the Commonwealth.
Scallop Industry expands.

Hog farming expands.

Population decline in rural communities.

Newfoundland enters confederation

UN Formed

U.S. planes drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Orson Welles' film Citizen Kane, premieres

1950’s

Bus service along the Digby Neck.

Population in villages continue to decline. NORAD formed with USA
National Ballet of Canada founded

Bear River Power Plant built

Korean War

Smoking linked to lung cancer

Sputnik launched

Castro takes over power in Cuba

Elizabeth Il coronation - Queen of England

1960’s

Sissiboo Power Plant built.

Kejimkujik Park established.

Conners Brothers Fish Cannery Plant closes in Freeport.
Fish Meal Plant opens in Mink Cove.
Weymouth Industries closure.

Bear River Village Fire.

Canada celebrates 100th birthday

Pierre Trudeau sworn in as Prime Minister
Bay of Pigs invasion

Thalidomide deformities revealed

Cuban Missile Crisis

John F. Kennedy assassinated
Demonstrations against Vietham War



Evangeline Mall built.

New CN Ferry Terminal built.

Ground Hog Day Storm.

Municipal Airport opens.

Hwy 101 completed to Digby.

First Computer used.

Jones Bottling Plant burns in Weymouth

War Measures Act invoked

Pierre Laporte murdered

Canada-Soviet Summit Series in hockey begins
Quebec language legislation (Bill 101) passes
Munich massacre at the Olympics

Rock stars Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin die.

At Kent State University in Ohio, protesting students are killed by National Guardsmen



Nova Scotia Museum
Nova Scotia Archives
Canada Archives
Admiral Dighy Museum
Islands Historical Society

General Links |

Digby County Genweb

The Acadian Odyssey

Digby Neck in Stories

The Elder Transcripts: History You Can't Get from a Book
Isaiah W. Wilson: The Digby County Historian

Maud Lewis

La Nouvelle France "Electric City"

Rootsweb.com

Genealogy

Family Search
Municipality of the District of Digby

Western Counties Regional Library



http://www.museum.gov.ns.ca/
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm
http://www.archivescanada.ca/
http://www.admuseum.ns.ca/
http://www.islandshistoricalsociety.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nsdigby/
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/acadian/intro/index.htm
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/digby_neck/default.htm
http://www.municipalities.com/elders
http://www.westerncounties.ca/isaiah/index.html
http://www.westerncounties.ca/isaiah/index.html
http://www.lighthouse.ca/maud.html
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/electric/index.html
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/electric/index.html
http://www.rootsweb.com
http://www.genealogy.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.municipalities.com/digby
http://www.westerncounties.ca/

heritage@municipality.digby.ns.ca
www.digbydistrict.ca

Municipality of Dighy

P.O. Box 429

12548 Highway 217, Seabrook
Digby, NS, BOV 1A0

Telephone: 902-245-4777

Fax: 902-245-5748




The stories and opinions expressed in this document are not necessarily the opinion of the
Municipal Council or staff. Terms used and descriptions expressed in the Digby Courier
may not be the opinion of Council and staff.
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large fancy baxes

@

Pact dewers nu!! ul's frome yard

Trsgas has gooe in the lumbering
woods at Sea Brook for the winter

i
£
i

i chocciics o A0d 1ot v soul, oncr froes an’ teed : iy
Lowst g Syyicrocms of Y B - . I* Miss Mary Melaneon and Mish
e . n cledn s hops 4 clean FEERES ’ = lAlma Doucette’ has returoed to
R c‘w‘w"h o A +- {Carleton, Yar. Co. having! speat
. n?wmm«wb«n I rtbgholidqysmlb theis parents here,
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"ERIDAY, IANUARY 11

" Why Some Laws
. Are Not Enforced

Fhere is & great deal said especi-
ally at  the present time_about the
non-enforcement of the Nova Scotia
"Temperance “Act agd when one

steps to consider the attitude of
people  generally, it accounts in a
measure for the seéming neglect of

- officials to enforce this particular

law.

=*Regardiess of the . criticism of
peaple who believe: in its principles,
as weli as those who do nut, there

.seems, to be no other law which. is}

so flagrantly violatéd and-on which
.. many seemto look as though it-was
a crinle to enforee it, or to assist in
"the enforcementof theact andit
"secms to-us that the law would be
‘very much -more -effective in . its
dims and accomplishments if people

~ - generally looked upon it ‘the way

-our statute books.

they ‘do on most of - the others on
! If a person
sees a man or a-woman kill another
they doall in their power without
oo great a risk of life to apprehend

- such a person; if a burglar is seen

. breaking into your house or mide,
notice of such is quickly ~given and
means. taken to apprehend such a
person, ,and so it is with many
other laws today, they-are looked
upon as though. it is the duty of

:‘every citicen to enforce them and
see that tliey are enforced.

- Vet with the Nova Scotia Tem-

" perance Act every one knows of
people in all walks of life who con-
sider’ that: the act is a violation of
their personal pnwlege and as'such
it is'not entitled to the respect that
‘it should- “have, whtther it agrees
with' .our own’ idéas or not- should
have: gothing to do- with the mat-
tery it 1sa law just the same as.any

“other ‘o ds - on ‘the

for the interests of t . ‘move

.tments in the state, who when called

upon to "go out and work for this
or that, which will be an asset
to his compmunity, he-is obliged to
take 8 Wbuffs and listen. to criti-
cism about how this or that should
be conducted, and this too from the
people who are-always too busy to
devote - their -own time to ‘such
things; heis criticised for having an
ake to grind that he wants an office
or is trying to play favorites for
this or that.one or something else
of “the same nature and yet it is
just such men and woman who are
making the community a delightful
place to live in who are doing the
things, which if they did not do
them would be ‘left undone, who
with all this being talked about
have the satisfaction in feeling and
knowing that they are doing some-
tning to make the old world a better
place to live in and are helping to
make each place where they may
call-home, a town or city in which
everyone has pride end yet onme
which gives those who are doing all
these things the credit where credit
is due, -as long “as the peop'e who
are doing things are not looking. for
praise for their efforts and. are not
Tooking for a good word, _they will
probably -continue. doing these
things regardiess of what is said
sbout them, and it would surely be
a different world' were there not

such  benefactors. in every. com-|time.

munity.

‘These things are more. important
to a community like ours than they
are to larger cities, yet there will be
found the same kind of people in
large community and if one desires
to see them in flocks instead of in
small numbers, go to the Pacific
const where they grow by the

”

&—as-such-it de-
e’ uphe]d and . enforced
~-and. hvpbople do not want it, i
s!u;ﬁld be repealed, but when one
romes to -taik-of repealing the tem-
perance act then that: is another
“ question, for there are not oniy the
original suporters of this -measure
all over Canada but many thou-
< sands more who have seen the bene-
fits that this has been to its- people
and ‘the majority ‘in favor of it to-
day are far'in excess of what it was
when. it was last voted on; he at-
| gitude on this question of exforce-
: ‘ment is like ‘many other cases in
- relation - to different things, those
| -that are -opposed to - it, like to tell
about.how 'the country is going to
the - dogs with such a Jaw, while
,-those who -are’ in sympatbhy with
| enfcrcement say little.

i What is needed for better en-

=

1
|
i
|
1

‘I forcertent is & cbnnge in the atti-]

tude of i 1 men, of

"Rubs by Rambler

“There shiould. be no doubt in the mind
of .anyone, who observed -the rush -of
business at one of- our retail stores on
Saturday last, that it pays to advertise in
the. Conrler, of for that ‘matter in’any
mewspaper,

Axnd  while these bargains are on it
might be well for us to purchase our

start something. - Things are pretty quiet
these days, the chief - topics about town
being the weather, i for the

crépe at'a_considerable saving—umless we |’
really intend to wake up in Digby aad|.

We are told that with' a 100 H P. engine
we should’ be losing . a considerable sam
each year, spent for fuel ofl, that could be
saved by operating 2 5 H. P. plant,’
although the former would still'be cheap-"
er than the present system, If sou are
payiog $10. a cord for your winter's fuel,,
and receive “two offers of §9. and $5.
cord, why pay eitber of the first two
prices if you can get it for We would
frankly be glad to have’ <omeone give the
other side of this argument.

Weymouth

®

M. A. H. Brooks, son Robert and
th

coming civie elections and mqmne S to
when. the Baaxd of Trade meets again.

ety

Will people who sitin fromt of other
people at movie shows please get a line on
the curtain and then keep their heads in
one place, instead of dodging from side to
side and giving those sitting behind enly
intermittent views of the screen. I wom-
der why it is that so many young things
‘take it for granted that their companions,
or those sitting nearby, are illiterate and
unable to read -even the large printed
words_thrown_ on the screen between
scemes?
—a

ng Tut is again_ in the limelight
They bave discovered iis sarcophagus e~
closed in‘a nest of four shrines, in the
inger.of which it is expected his mummy
willbe found, "Wouldn’t it be a tragic
thing if in_another 3000. years someone
wotld dig up a sarcopbagus in Digby and
find inside the uncompleted contract for
an oil engine.
We have at last discovered ome good
reason for delay in this matter—if we
stick around and wait & hundred yeatsor
s there will probably be some chicap sub-
stitute for electric light, and we - feel
mighty’ glad we saved fhat $15,000"in
1924

Asa man thinketh, so jshe. 7Thisap-
plies to us collectively ascitizens of Digby
as well 'as individually. We never attain
greatness by thinking mediocrity; wealth
by thinking poverty; nor saccess by think-

ing failute, In the final analysis—and
eventually-—our town will be just about
on 4 par with the opinions ‘we hold from
day'to day eoncerning it. I we getianto
a habit.of thinking that Digby will never
amount to much; that we won't get any
indisstries here even it we do offer in-
ducements such as cheap electric power;
that tourist towns = seldom grow, why

should Digby; and  what’s the use of
wasting energy striving for the iimattain:
able—then we can rest assured that our
hunch is' corvect, and Digby will be just
s it is today—or wWorse—in ity years'

me.

BUT—ii we f¢ed our minds with men-
tal protein such'as. this; I believe in the
future of Dighy; & new efa is dawniog
with us; we are atlast regaining consciouss
ness and about to streteh ourselvet:
eversone-is taking a real human interes-
in town affairs, and increasing numi
are willing to take ACTIVE. part if en-
couraged; we have not grown much in the
last ten years, but watch us- duriog. the
two. or three; our opporttnity is merely
waiting to be grasped; and so on—then
we shall actually see Digby begin to grow
and prosper.’ Merely wishing for pros-
penty w:ll nnt bring it, we must think
he wishbage. is got balf so

ODDFELLOWS’
'HOLD PUBLIC -
INSTALLATION

Tast Fridny evening was umque in the
hnstory of -Oddfellowship in this “town,
hen St. George Lodge and Zelma Re-
bekah Lodge held a )olnt installation of
officers.for the precent term. There was
a large attendance of Oddfellows #nd Re-
bekal ‘The installing officers were Mrs.
Ressie Roop, District - Deputy, Presideat
of the Rebekahs, and Ramsay, of Friend-
ship. Lodge, Bear River, .the District
Deputy - Graad Master of this district.
Each wag assisted by a fuli suiteof deputy
grand officers.,
ity in the two rituals 'and where

together, - helpiog each other.in the obli-
gations and changes. The work was very
prettily: and very effectively - done.

specially interesting feature was the in.
tullnuun of J..L. Peters' for the sune(h
time g3 treasurer of St. George

thirty years in the one office—and ltls
largely through ‘bis faithiuf work in that
office that St: Georg: Lodge today is one

“our’ local’ as weil as the . federal
leglslature aud otheérs in authority,
-'as'well as the leaders in every com-
miinity inn'this -country and with
- this moral influence behind the'en-
" forcemant, there would behule to
wony about.

Workmg Wxthout
Credit

g Were it ‘not for the puhhc spis
ed  menin ‘every community, : this
world would be a different place to
livéin from what it is, and yet very
~few men-end women who aré mak-

L
hetter la every ‘way, very.
get credit for what they do. .
the  persan is a woman “yrho i xs
teying to better’ cofiditionsin. her}
“andis trying to i unprove the

knng the condmons ofpeople

seemgd 1o’ be able to
Ot  many ! it th Odd(dl ! H
w Toom: it the new’ ows'. Home

of the in the jurisdic-

‘The officers installed are as follows:

ZELMA REBEKAH LODGE
N.G

—M;ss Bessie Hooper: P. N. G.
S. N, G—Mrs. Joanna Dillon,

N, G.~Mss. Holds-

here is a great deal of | 1ana)

and valuable
~even id a cold ken.. Many people
think of a town as a vague sort of organi-
zation that runs itself, under-the Super-
vision of a  council that meets -every
month {or the purpose of giving some of
its members an_opportunity to buck any
scheme put forth: by the others; or to get
together and boost the tax sate. ther
should we regard our town as a large
busintess corporation in which we tax-
pavets are shareholders and investors, and
our councillors merely dmnors whom
‘WE appoint to manage iness for
us.and in our interest. The average taXx-
paye‘r takes a whole day off to. vote -for
his choice’ of and

retarned Tuesday
from & few days nsm to relatives -in
:Smith’e Cove,

Mazx-Ashkins left Tue«dsv for - Bostox,

8 College, haung spent “the
holidaye with his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Martin C. Melanson, Weymouth Notth.
Eugene Morrissey; who epent the holi-
days with -hie mother, Mrs, Fu'gens
Morressey left on Tuesdav for Memeram-
Gook, to resume his studjes at St.Joseph’s
College,

Agnes_Comeau returned Tuesdad to
Church Point to continue. his. studies at
St. Anns College, having speit the boli-
days with his mother, brs Pius Comesu.
Misses Elden Gaudet and Esther Mel-
aneon left on Monday for Metegban -to
resume their classes st the Sacred Heart
Convent, having'spent the boliday. with
their parenta.

. Coun. E, F. Hankingon. leit on Mon-
day for Digby to attend the annual meel-
ing of the- Municipal Couucil.

Theodore Gaudet arrived Tuesday {rom
Boston to visis his parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Lezin Gandet for a few weeks.:

Louis LeBlane and . Lezin Geudet went
‘to Saulniervitle Fridsy returning. Saturs
day.

JFarvis Sanluier returned to

‘lcr of St. Ann’s ‘College, Church' Poiot;
~| was-a " visitor at St Josephs Glebe on
| Thurs

&3
75 the Editor of the e Counich

'ied by her friend Miss Reta Haves, whu
visited her for a few days.

Miss' Mary ‘Teed returned Saturday
from Freeport where she spent her vaca-|
tion with her parents, and proceeded to
New France to resume her teaching:

Gyrus Grierson, who speat the holidays
with his parents, Judge and Mrs. -J. A
Grierson, left on ThurSday for Halifax to
continue his studies at Dalhousie.

Mrs: Emile Thibodeau of Church Pomt
was a visitor in town Friday.
Rev. Father Sibillet, Superior of Super—

3

- Rev. Father Thlbesult went to Corbex-
rie Wednesday to attend " the" funeral Of
the lafe Stephen:Melanson.

Richard Freeman, who spenta few da¥ys
with his aunt Mrs J. A. Grierson; xetum-
ed to.Halifax on Saturday.

A Valuable Suggestion

On behalf of and in. notice of the rate-
payers. I think in the forth coming elect:
on mext ' month, that the citizens should
hnve an opportunity of hearing the candi-
dates express themselves “on theit policy
in regards of their capability to be elected. J
Fhte shiould be on the public platiorm in
the Movie Picture hall. or Court House,
which should be engaged om uf befure the
election, 2l#o thie Mayor and Coundil, who
remainsin the Council for another year,
should give the citizens an. account of
their ste\vardshlp for the time they have
sefved. is; I think is the'most import-
ant to the mtem;yers 4o have the candi-
dates and theicouncil face-to face with
them in ‘publid to givea full account of
their efficiedt’ slewﬂrdsblp
JORDA.,

Bijou D-rea,m
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Mass,, on Taesday after a pleasnnﬁ three
weekn visit to hie grandperents, Mz, and
Mre. Jarvis Saulnier.
dmz bells will soon be ringing for
f Weymouth youug lady, for'sonie
time a reaulenm of the U, 8.
. H. B. Fitrgerald, Coundilor
Distriet No. 8, Weymouth North, feft on
‘Fuesday for Digby to attend the annual
meeting of the Municipal Couneil. -
Miss Lucy Comeau of Grosses Coguess
was the guest of ber friend Miss - Madel-
eine Comeau, on Friday.. -
Misg Edith Belliveau' of ‘Belliveau’s
Cove, left Friday for Boston -where she
will enter a Hospital Training School.
'Edward Comeau left on Saturday for
Comeauville to resume his duties as teach-
o B

Miss Madeleine Comeanand Miss Lucy

Miss“Evelyn Wagner has .returned to
Wolfvllle to resume her stadies ‘at the
Ladis Seminary, spending the
Chnstmas ho idays with her pareats; Mr.
and Mrs, aguer, -
Miss Ma.riun Blackadar, who spent the
Christmas holidays with her parents, Mr.
and Mrs, W. G, Blackadar, has returned
to Wolfvilte e~ fyerher studiés
Miss-Vic Chritiier’ “Wdd T~ passénger Tto
Digby on Friday night's train, returning
Saturday afternoon.
Miss * Juliette. LeBlane, who  visited
Miss Ja¢queline Stehelin, Church Point,
for a'few days; returned bame Saturday,
Schools re-opened Monday after the
Christmas holidays. “The principal E. B.
Fairbanks, returned Saturday, having
spent the holideys with his mother at
Oxford Junction” On account of therag-
ing suow. storm the attzndance on. Mon-
day was 1.
Pearlie Hallowell, who arrived “home
g“‘ﬁ“““ Day to visit his “mother Mrs:

either loses interest in anything these
men do with town affairs, or else goes
about complaining - that they have not
sufficient ability or business .experience
to manage town affairs. If you owned a
$50,000 business would yow place the
gernent -of it in the hands of men

* responsibility:

then, you really think a mau is not blg
cpough {or the job of running gour own
town, why do you support hint’and vote
for him? There ar
this; keré are one or may
10 candxdate better ﬁtted than the one for
whom - you are thus compelled to vote.
may be a particalar friend that you

to support; hls politi
as yours, or his igio!

fraternal affliations; he may be in favor

"| of ONE scheme in. which you are partice

ularly interested—and opposed to all the
others that may tome up during his term
of office; he may be-gne of your best cus-
tomers, or you may bea favored one of
his, Or he may be everything except the
man whom you are confident can handle
the business affairs, and shape the destiny
of your town. Sometimes we think that

| Con.=-Mrs Lillian' Armstrong
' J. BoN. G.—Mrs, Susie Roney.
ST, GEORGE LODGE

town: once they are elected,
fail to keep in_touch with public opinion;,
ur ta discussfreely ‘with supporters and
business men agy lmpm'tant matters umt
come up for decision. We do mot
to suggest thav a councillor s!muld lmld
no opinions of -§is own, . or aayone
from some. ullenor manvetell hlm “where
he gets off .at”, buf d at
least be guided by the views ud opinions
og Tellow cmzens;n ‘whom ke places con>
énce,

Ppe——"

It is. 2 mistake totion that no private
citizen should express . hig views on civie
| matzers, or thet by so doing ke is *