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Credits

This project was made possible with assistance from the Nova Scotia Department of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage through its Strategic Development Initiative. This initiative
supports projects aimed at enhancing the self-sufficiency of the heritage sector throughout
the province.

The Municipality of the District of Digby is the lead organization to spearhead this project.
The Digital Courier is part of the municipal initiative to preserve the past and develop the
future; Council is honoured to be part of the preservation of these significant historical
documents.



1800’s

 (1810) the first elections were held in the County.
 (1837) the County of Annapolis was divided to include the County of Digby.
 Old Post Road and rural school system improved.
 Weymouth Trading Post established.
 Ship Building is a major industry in the area.
 (1879) the District of Digby was incorporated.
 (1891) the railway (the missing link) between Annapolis and Digby was completed.
 Joshua Slocum sails around the world alone.
 Temperance Movement.
 Summer Tourism Industry develops.
 I.M. Singer invents the sewing machine.
 Canadian Confederation (1867)
 Klondike Gold Rush
 The Supreme Court of Canada is established
 Florence Nightingale takes London nurses to the battlefields of the Crimean War

1900’s

 Poor Farm in operation
 Isaiah Wilson’s Geography and History of the County of Digby Published.
 Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier visits Digby.
 Marconi transmits wireless message across the Atlantic
 Queen Victoria dies
 The Boxer Rebellion breaks out in China.
 The Boer War in Southern Africa ends

1910’s

 (1912) last race of the Brattain Cup in the Annapolis Basin.
 First motorized vehicle in the area.
 Communities collect cloths and money for the war effort.
 Spanish Flue kills many in the area.
 First Calgary Stampede
 Women in Canada get the vote
 Halifax explosion
 WW1
 The Titanic Disaster
 Norwegian Roald Amundsen becomes the first to reach the South Pole.

1920’s

 Motorized vehicles becoming more common.
 Last wooden ship built in Bear River.
 Electric lights installed in villages.
 Motorized vehicles becoming more common
 Canadian Schooner "Bluenose" wins the International Fisherman's Trophy
 Agatha Christie launches her career as a mystery writer.
 George Carnarvon and Howard Carter unearth King Tutankhamen's tomb



1930’s

 Economic Depression.
 Rural electric lines being installed.
 Electric lights installed in villages.
 Highway paving projects underway.
 First crossing of the Princess Helene Ferry.
 Rum running along the coast.
 Rum running in its heyday
 Dionne quints born in Ontario
 Movie "King Kong" released starring Canadian Fay Wray
 WW II begins

1940’s

 Digby home to WWII submarine base.
 CFB Cornwallis largest training base in the Commonwealth.
 Scallop Industry expands.
 Hog farming expands.
 Population decline in rural communities.
 Newfoundland enters confederation
 UN Formed
 U.S. planes drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
 Orson Welles' film Citizen Kane, premieres

1950’s

 Bus service along the Digby Neck.
 Population in villages continue to decline. NORAD formed with USA
 National Ballet of Canada founded
 Bear River Power Plant built
 Korean War
 Smoking linked to lung cancer
 Sputnik launched
 Castro takes over power in Cuba
 Elizabeth II coronation - Queen of England

1960’s

 Sissiboo Power Plant built.
 Kejimkujik Park established.
 Conners Brothers Fish Cannery Plant closes in Freeport.
 Fish Meal Plant opens in Mink Cove.
 Weymouth Industries closure.
 Bear River Village Fire.
 Canada celebrates 100th birthday
 Pierre Trudeau sworn in as Prime Minister
 Bay of Pigs invasion
 Thalidomide deformities revealed
 Cuban Missile Crisis
 John F. Kennedy assassinated
 Demonstrations against Vietnam War



1970’s

 Evangeline Mall built.
 New CN Ferry Terminal built.
 Ground Hog Day Storm.
 Municipal Airport opens.
 Hwy 101 completed to Digby.
 First Computer used.
 Jones Bottling Plant burns in Weymouth
 War Measures Act invoked
 Pierre Laporte murdered
 Canada-Soviet Summit Series in hockey begins
 Quebec language legislation (Bill 101) passes
 Munich massacre at the Olympics
 Rock stars Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin die.
 At Kent State University in Ohio, protesting students are killed by National Guardsmen



Links 

Nova Scotia Museum 
Nova Scotia Archives 
Canada Archives 
Admiral Digby Museum 
Islands Historical Society 

  

General Links 

Digby County Genweb 

The Acadian Odyssey 

Digby Neck in Stories 
The Elder Transcripts: History You Can't Get from a Book 
Isaiah W. Wilson: The Digby County Historian 
Maud Lewis 
La Nouvelle France "Electric City" 
Rootsweb.com 

Genealogy 
Family Search 
Municipality of the District of Digby 

Western Counties Regional Library 

 

http://www.museum.gov.ns.ca/
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm
http://www.archivescanada.ca/
http://www.admuseum.ns.ca/
http://www.islandshistoricalsociety.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nsdigby/
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/acadian/intro/index.htm
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/digby_neck/default.htm
http://www.municipalities.com/elders
http://www.westerncounties.ca/isaiah/index.html
http://www.westerncounties.ca/isaiah/index.html
http://www.lighthouse.ca/maud.html
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/electric/index.html
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/electric/index.html
http://www.rootsweb.com
http://www.genealogy.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.municipalities.com/digby
http://www.westerncounties.ca/


Contact

 heritage@municipality.digby.ns.ca
 www.digbydistrict.ca
 Municipality of Digby
 P.O. Box 429
 12548 Highway 217, Seabrook
 Digby, NS, BOV 1A0
 Telephone: 902-245-4777
 Fax: 902-245-5748



Disclaimer

The stories and opinions expressed in this document are not necessarily the opinion of the
Municipal Council or staff. Terms used and descriptions expressed in the Digby Courier
may not be the opinion of Council and staff.
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